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Unto you is Eorn this day @ Savizr, wrich js Chriſt the Lord, 
Luke 1.11. 
Let us fc(low after things #2at make for peace, and things wheres 
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with we may edifie one an9thÞer, Ron 1419. 
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The Vindication of the ſolemnity of the Na- 
tivity of ( hriſt, &c. 


> Efore I come to anſwer theſe Queries, that 1 
| may wake way for the clearing of mens 
judgements, I ſhall driefely lay downe the 
grounds upon which the obſervation of 
this , and ether Fcſtivalls is juftifi:d tr: the 
Church ; which are theſe. 

Firſt, It is a thing not onely lawfall,but 
juſtly due un:o God,: bat be ſhuuld be prut- 
| {ed publick y and folemnely for this , and 
other ſuch like great bleſſings as he bath defiowed upon the 
Church by Chiift, ad that to ibis end the memory of them ſhould 
be preſerved inthe Church, 

SecenJly , That for theſe ends, th: Ozfervation cf a yearely 
day of memoriall is a meancs condvcivlc i » it felfe, and approved 
by Grd 1t; Scripture , who made uſe thereof amopg thearc.ent 
peopic te ſummen, and ſtirre them up thereby tothe prails of God 
tor thule great b)eſlings and deliverances which were beſtowed 
oppor them. 

Thirdly, That the eppoyntment of ſuch dryes being conduci- 
Lle tothole ends before named, which are Scripture ends, hath ſo 
far its greund in the word ef God. 

Feurthly, That the Church hatha power from God to pro» 
mote thoſe ends which are commanded in his word , by all kinde 
of mesnes which are not contraty therea.ito , and ſuch a meanes 
1s this app-1atment of dayes, which hv'b been wi:g approbation 
pratiſcd by the Charch, even inthe 11me ofthe Jewiſh Bundage, 
in the deſignation and ordaining of Fcitivalls yearely co be 09» 
2 lerved, 
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4 
erved ,' which were not enjayncd by any exprefle cemmandof 
Gd as is Ci:erely toe fecncin the inſt vw 1ino of the Feaſt of 
Pa-'m, Ffioer.g 19. & 6. apd of ihe Fraft of Dedication, Adacheh, 
+ 59. hon-ured and couſmed Þy the piefence of our Savicur, 

-# IG. 2 33s 
[ tifcly, | ac this Power inthe Church is, though unobſervedly, 
yet in Ciearg conſ:que-c*, is conhimed by divers arguments troam 
the allowance and pratt:fs of Adverfaries theaalves. 

As fiſt, Joc ke what power private Miniſters challenge , that 
they muſt nwch more allow tbe Chn'ch : But th:y chullenge a 
powertonpp: yAti1 10S for pyTlick worſhip » Wiicda:cnoterx - 
picſly commanacd by God as ups i Lefture dayes : E go, And 
there Can be no-reaſon why they ſhould bave inore power to ap- 
poyns an bgure or mare in a Jay , then the Church a day or more 
10a yearc. 

Sccondly , There isas goo3 reaſon that the Church ſhould ap- 
poynt daycs ct teaftirg , which art no! co Mmanded by God , as 
dayes of tafting, wica are pot com nanded by God ; ſince the 
end of the for wer is 48 excyptableto God , and more excclleat 
then the latter, and bath ao plea agatuft ut, that lIyeS not equally a- 
gai:oft rh- latter, 

Thirdy , That there is much more reaſon that the Charch 
ſhould appoyn' fale.t.ine dayes for praiſing God for Criſt, and tor 
ſpiriuall niefliogs, then for cemporall ones : Bui the latter 15 al- 
lowed and praftiled by the Parhamenn, 3s nay aprcat'e oy the late 
Ordina'ice fer che obſ-r vation af the htrh of November , 1n me- 
moriall of che deliverance of trat very State, Clivich, and Reli-e 
gicn ſroman ourward deftrut on, wrich raeiclves now perſe» 
cu e; by the Army, in appoy 'ting dayes of T1 Kigiv.ng for their 
bloody V Rvries over their Iret iter, in 47 1upioub way « There- 
fare the tormer, v3 the appoyn:ment of tolemn: day-s for grea»+ 
ter and ſpirituall vicflings. cannot reatinadly bu. candemines iy 
them. 

Six ly , Thi app»yntment of dayes to the purpoſes atoreſ:yd, 
1s not onely harmelefle , as net lying i1opoſt: ton co atiy Law of 
G d, but of <cxcelient ue and. entity Grudys pr opic. 1. To 
piclgive andrecil ine memo'y of thele great bizuliogs, 2, To 
ir up ihe peopie to tie duties #1 praile, 
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2.. Toea!lnpan the Miritters in their (evera) 4 charpes to iludy, 
and ha. die thi {; gicat, and neceflaty party of Clriltien knows 
ledge, 4. To give fo many opp«rtuniict tribe 2ft mbling of 
the peaple to holy duties. 5 Fortherend 1g « trnole great.and 
mylticail oleflings familiar u-to the prople , thereby that being 
fuikitied tn this terſe, that the Plalm:ft (pe: kerttiinine g. P/al One 
day tcherh another , aud one niget cerr firch another ; there w neither 
ſpregha nor lanyuage , 185 therr ſpeeches are hrava among them, Thus it 
Comes to paſſe that the Calender of the Church, & th. Cycle of rhe 
Feſtivalls pretents , 18ja$ it were an eaſic and familiar Catech (me 
univ tbe pcople,and doth ioltruct (them almott whether they wilor 
no in theappichei.fiuns ot tacie pigh voircs 8nd £01! fortavie mc. 
tions of the conception, na'iviry, Circumeiiinn, Munt:ita4tion!o 
the Gentiles, preſentation tn the Temple, of 'h- deuth and pat» 
fian, reſurreRtion, Aſcenition uf Carift wito Heaven , and oft ihe 
{cnding ot the buly Gooft, to bring Bome the ku? of all; which 
aieas fo many parts uf the holy Antbeme of the Courch ihe Et- 
phonema , or cl: ſ+ of 21] which 181n the Feltivall of che DT imiey, 
whichisuntoalltliereſt as tne Glry be 18 the I ather, to the Sonne, 
and to the koly Ghoſt &C. at the clote ot a Plalng , 6x1i.ing vPon 
us to giVe Ronuur ang praiſe unto the Trinity fer ali thote incom- 
prehevlible bledings and benefits whereby the works 0+ mars re- 
demotion i5 perfeRed and brought hume unto us : This wite- 
do: mend piety of (the Church is not underftoed,, nor confi iered 
by thuſs heary and hate brain'd peop'e, that waigh ibings in the 
co; up; {calcs of of ines awae cantradiftory and anteccletialticall 
{pir1:;but they chat are ſuber and peaceable diſcever and admire it, 
a1 d dicfl: God far it, ard do forelee with {2d hear s the dehtgnes 
of Satan incviig againlt this Church of «urs, by the aboiithing 
of: heic and and other uſeful: O dinances and cultomes,:'o blot out 
by d. grees the a.mory of rhe great avd ineltunabie oleffings of 
Gud 1 Chuitt , and to open the duore to propheiiefle and infliette 
ty: to the former bevefi $uay be added, the mercy that doth 
berchy + cru unto {ervants , ardche p ore Deafts 1a relaxation 
of their labuws upon fuch dates, than citements that they admi- 
rafter unte Work: $ uf chail'y , nerghbom boot, and hoſpitality ; 
things v: ry plcafing in the ih of (God, howſoev-r diſliked by 
thulg ui 1his age that place religion in crucky , Faction, and Se- 
A3 dition 
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dition; and the vurcery , ard ſnpply that is thereby ſuggeſted 
unto the exerciſe of our ſpicituall joy, aud delight in God, and his 
goodnefie. 

Laſtly, The authority of the Church both ancient and medern, 
both generall, and of this particular Charch , comming upon us 
with all theſe warrants , and conveniences to ſerve the ends of 
God and Scripture, and ſtrengthened by the power of the civill 
Magiſtrate, and by the autbenticall Lawes of the Kingdome in 
thoſe Acts of Parliament which bave eftabliſht theſe thiogs, mu't 
either engags all that are within the verge of the Church, and of 
th's Church and State eſpecially, unto a peaceable and pious obe- 
dience thereunto, orelie leave the fbaine of Impiety, FaRion, 
and of a turbulent and diſorderly ipiric, oc e:{e of fclly and blind- 
ncfeupon all thoſe that oppoſe it. 

Indeed there is notbing free from temptations ; but it is well 
ſaid of one, us I remember, and may be well confidered of others, 
that it is mot (at lealt not alwaies ) the 5»fi-mity , but the excellency of 
thizgs that maketh thews the matter of rompration : Arulcs of things 
that are good mult reach us wiſedoms and Caution, but not fet 
us upon cenfulton, q 

Aoad truly there is need of more warines in the obſcrvation of 
theſe dies then hath been uſed by mary, 

t. That fuperſtit;0 be avoided,tbat we think not one day in it ſelf 
better or more holy then anotber,out only (o far as they are aRtaal- 
ly deſigned or spplyed unto the fervice of God: we muſt remember 
that theſe and other particular tim*s, 3S p'aces,are du! circuaiitan- 

ces inthe time of the Goſpell, the fudſtance is in the worſhip and 
ſcrvice that js given unto God thereupon, not in the ©bfervation 
of this or that particular day , which 1s io ir (e!fe x matter of liderty, 
aSthe Apoſtle ſhewetb, Row. 14.5. &c. Col. 2.16, And that miy 
be a ſatisfaRory reaſon why in the new [eſtament theſethings 
are not particulary , or expreſly injoined in Scripture , becauſe 
theſe are but matters of Order, ard of liberty ; not of abſ-'nte ne- 
ctfity,and therefore left to tke moderation ef the Church ; bat 
then we muſt remember tht the liberty of Chriltizos is ficlt the 
right and intereſt of the Body, and then of the Members, who muſt 
not urge their particulat interelt agaioft pu+)'que moderations and 
conkicutions theſe things ; yea, it is a maine liberty that belongs 
anto 


ſaid ; noe bumane au hority mult impoſetheſe, cr any iuch hike 
things, as ſubſtantiall , uoaite;able, or avioiutely oeciflery to falva- 


tion ; but a$ matters of Ocder , as holy circumltances, and teancs 


conducible unto bigher ends, and foane no viherwile they are to 
be received 20d obeyed by the people : according to this is that 
of a l:telearnea Father of our Church, Non putandum plus [anti 
141k uni dies inefſe quam alters, ſea [cienduws quod propter erdinen C> 
precept mms FEceleſie alta/ g, Canſas jupra memoratas uno dic mags 
quam alio convent mnys, aa bec exercitte {anttitatts. 


(7) 
unto the whole body of the Church , thit ſhe hath power to re- 
ſtraine the liberty of private Mce@bers by publique authority tor 
the publique good ; but Superſtition mult be avoided, as | have 


Andazpattc, Non purendwm. Cc, we arc not to thinke that the , FR 
alc Pp 


Churchot God ts tyea by any neceſſity to the immutable 0b ervation Ef aca 
the/e pa ticmlar Feſtivell aates; SedRatuendcum . /aith he , dies hoſce upon 
humans arcbeoriiatrs conſtituros eader puſſe tolli > witari, jt witlitas + Collie, 


the 


meeſſites Eccleſia 19 poitulaverti nam mr res per quaſtur g, : Canſas 2.v. 16, 


waſcitur per £4/aem «(| [yiinr: But it muſt be (o judged, that (hr/e daies 
which a 8 appointed by hum«ne an:herity may be aboliſhid , axd altered 
by tbe [ame ; where the profit ana neceſſity of the Church doth require it; 
for all things are a1ſſolved by the [ame canſts whereby they ave eſtabli- 
ſved ; But then tt.1S ought to be done upon good and rruc grounds, 
and by » power equill at leaſt to that that ha'h eft.bliſh2d thean, 

2, There muſt be care takenthat there be a prudent modera- 
tionaiſed inthe number of ſuch daics, that nothing be impoled 0- 
ever burdenlome upon the people. 

3. That they te rightly 1mployed , not in Superſticious wor- 
ſhiping of Saints or Angels, as is in uſe1in the Cau:chif Rome, 
nor yet in riot, intemperance, or any other {infullliverty,as hath 
been the praiſe of coo mary amongtt us , making little or av 0+ 
ther ule of luch times , but to give taewſelves to 1dlenefle, looſe 
nefle, ard venitty ;ancvill that haih not onely violated the holi- 
nefle of theſe Feſtivals we (prak of, but alſo the Lords day, which 
{ome have turned into Sabrarbam Fitwli awrei , i othe Sabbath of 
the Golden Cale, of which it 13 (31d, Exo4. 32. That T he prople [ate 
downe to eatcand a inks, and roſe uptopliy; Others into Subbathum 
B-um & Ajino: wm,;be Sabbath of the © xt and ihe EAſe.(perding it 
incaiug and drinking , ana doing notting ; and i909 n_ 
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goo Ike of ti9 offer a fFrireiice betweene that and other dayes : 
But onely in pelting ont 1 Otter Cloathes , and giv.ng them- 
ſe;v:s to nore , or eff. woilermployinent then allche reſt of tne 
weeke,'s if bene veftirs C> n:bsi agere, Tube wc!) attired , and to 
dye ro:hing were to Celedrats (he Chictitiert Sao at, 

Aud inJeed it canmat de denyed . buy a3 rh's hath o-en the nll lot 
that c00 many bave cat up51 the. Lorge day , arid other Feltivaiis; 
So i: hath been too tuo 0 1c: the ſhure of the Solemrautics 40p-ry n=» 

ed for the celebraiiig (he Sirth of our Saviour, ang the re({t of the 
Feſtivalls :ha' che Chur cn bath jy (cd wihhit , which initcad of 
beirg made dayes of prayſe and therk(tivingto God, and oi tus 
ex:icife of other holy, chriitiian, ad c1artiale duticy with that 
{obriery that bycomes Chriltians,, have Deen made dayes of rio?, 
and gani'g, znd wantonneiſe, and unlewhali liberty, as it men 

were tolictifice to the Devill for theſe great and incomprofhenfiole 

me'cics of Gnd ; A great ardintollerable acule of fich ble. d 
oppor: vnitieg,and fach as.(ilthough it doth ©12t at al jaitifie man 10 
the abolition of them , but (h-ouid rather hive ſet 'hem upon the 

Reformation of thuſs milcarriages , aud tne riftitution of ſuch 
times nn2to the firſt and profitable ioſtivu'ion of them, That theſe 

ev I's and corrupt ions being removed, the divine Solemnities, and 

Religious Duties might have beenreturned and advanced {till a- 

norglt us, to the comfort of the Church , ard tbe honour of the 

reme of God ) Yet they may jultly provoke God to deprive us 
of the comfort of theſe joy full Celebrities, which wee have (o 

miſera>ly aduled to bls dithenour, 82d the kurc of our klves, and 
of orr brethren : But thele being the errou:s of particular men, 

they do not blem.th the contticution of the Chorch in thele things,. 
wo'chinerdero net fuch times tor ſuch evill purpoſts, but for the 
ſervice 20d not um of God, aud the edification of hiSpzople. And 
therefore 1x5 it nat be the care of all good Chriſtians to ſcpzrate 
the ann inpractiee 8 Seltis thetr part and duty toyeeld 2 rea- 
dy ove :1:nce unto fo profiavle and wholeſame & conftiiucion, 


. and as in other Feftivalls, {o 1nthis of the Na /ivity of Clift. &c, 


This being 2s it were the riſing of the Swnne of righteou/ne fſe wort 
#1 with healing is bu wings *, and that wrereon all the tuccedent 
worke of cur redemnpiion and ſaivetion doth depend ;: And 
therefore a3 this death in an eminent and ſpeciall manner cha» 
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lenge our praiſes and ſolemne hs and acknowledgments unts 
God for ſo great a mercy : Sothe Authority of che Church in ap- 
poynting a ſolemne time , for ſuch ſolemne ſervice doth ſerve an ho- 
ly and Scripcure end, very acceptable to God , and by ſuch a meanes, 
which he himſelfe hath approved , and allowed the Church of God 
to make uſe off , and doth juſtly require our obedience therewnto, 
which wee cannot withdraw ordinarily , without makivg a breach in 
that Cofkmunion of Saints, which is both our comfort to enjoy, and 
| our duty to maintazne, 
' And theſe grounds being thus layd , and well underſtood , I hope 
| may ſatisfic any peaceable minded Chriſtians , and arme them againſt 
all materiall temptations that your Queries ( which you ſecme to 
thinke ſuch Giants ) can offcr againſt it ; and therefore I might well 
enough perhaps ſer a period heae unto this preſent buſinefle : Buc 
left you ſhould thinke =—_ ſclfe deſpiſed, or grow wiſe in your owne 
conceipt, and for your further correftion, and the more full fatisfai- 
on of others, I offcr you and them this ſhort anſwer unto yeur Que- 
ries; and if you orany other ſhall thinke them in any thing wanting | 
in that clearenefſe which yours , and ſome other mens apprehenſions | 
may perhaps require ; I ſhall by Gods grace be ready it I may be al- | 
lowed liberty to doc it : Torender all things out of queſtion and to 
reſolve all doubts that may reſt behinde in a faire, calme, and Chriſti- 
an diſputation, and diſcuffion of the point with you or any other that 
(hall in a ſober and ingenuous way defire to enter into difcourſe with 
me thereabout. 
In the meane time take this briete Reply unto your Demands. 
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To your firſt Q'#re, 


| Whether [ach religious caftomes aa are binding to all the Chur- 
| thes of leſws Chriſt , ought not to have ſwre f-0ting apen the 
Wordof God or Apoſtolicall pradtice ? 

Anſwer , That it is ground enough for the-cſtabliſhment of Cuſt- 
omes in the Church, and to bind all Churches to the Chriſtian obſer- 
vation thereof, ſo far as is required unto Cl. rc * uſtomes , and mat- 
ters of order. fc. That ſuch Cuſtomes »rd Ob{erv t ons being in 
themſelves harmelefſe , and conducible ic th; ends which Gods 
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word preſcribeth , are cemmanded unto us by the Authority of the 
Church Catholick ; and becauſe this Quzre is ſomewhat too wide far 
the particular drift you aime at ; give me leaveto rake away all 
doubr, ro contra&t it a little by adding this Corolary : That in ſuch 
things the Authority of any particular Church is ſutficient ro binde 
thoſe that are within the Verge of it. The Examples of the Feaſt of 
Purim an4 of Ncdication before mentioned will come in ſaſonably 
heere for the confirmation of this. 


To y-ur ſecord Quz:e. 


Whether you can ſebſtintially prove that Chriſt was borxe wn 
the 25 of D cemine! 4 And wh t year progfes ave © 

An/wer. That becauſe as wee have layd downe the deſignation of 
this or that particulir day is a thing 1 it fclfe indifferent ( though the 
day being knowne whercin ſuch mercics were performed may ſeeme 
more convenient then another. ) The maine thing that wee relt UPON 
beiog this : That God may be folemn.ly praiſed for ſo great a mercy, 
and to this end, that that qay wha everit be , whichis ſet 2patt by 
the Church for that holy purpoſe be duely obſerved : Therefore al- 
though there is perhaps more to be {ay tcerin then you are aware of; 
yet tomake ſhort worke , and that they may be the calilier ſatis d, 
who are not able. to examine Antiquities : 1 anſwer that it is not at 
all nec ſary for usto prove ſubſtantially that Chrift was borne upon 
the 25 of December ; ic is ſuttcient for us that the Authority of the 
Church kath appoynced that day to performe the duty cf praiſe 
therefore unto God, neither doe wee ſo much depend upon that day , 
bur if upon good reaſer; an <quall Authority had deligned anv other, 
ic mght be indifferent rons ; ſo char God may have his honour in the 
ſolemnm2orion of his great mercics , whcther in this moneth , or that 
mon:th . en this day , or thatday, is of {mall concernment . but in 
poyut of order peace. uniformi:y, and obedience ; rodote upon this 
or thar day otherwiſe were ſuperſtitious, 


To your third Quzce, 
FF bether the celebt ation of tht day (gram he was borne on it) 
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cax be clearely warranted by you from Seripture * And what 
Jeur Seripinres are ? 


Anſwer, It is anſwered already in the Reply made to the twofor- 
mer, where you have beene ſhewed , that it is neither neceflary to be 
proved that Chriſt was borne upon that day , nor yet that there needes 
any particular Scripture warrant for the obſcryation of ſuch dayes, 
more then is expreſſed in the anſwer to the firſt, and the grounds thar 
are layd beforc you, and ſo much ashath been ſhewed wee have abun- 
dantly for this day. Fiz. That the Church hath power to appoynt a 
day for ſo holy and excellent an end preſcribed in Scripture , and 
warranted unto us by the practice of a Quire of Angells , of Simeon 
and e7nne, Zachary and Elizabetb, in the Divine Story. 


To your fou:th Q-z.e. 


IV ether you can cle:ve it by ſound conſequence from the New 
TejIament thiuzh not ſet downe there in totudem verbis ? 


Anſwer, That which hath been ſayd miy ſutfhce , in that the cele- 
bration of this day 1s appoynted by ſufficient Authority , for thoſe 
ends which are commanded m the New Teſtament, as is the rendring 
praiſe co God for ſogreat 3 bleſſing of the New Teſtament , and is a 
meanes allowed by God for ſuch purpoſe , and conducible thereunto, 
2$ hath been ſhew<d in the grounds. 


To the fifth Q re. 
Wh:they yoa can dot it by aniverſall wadition ? 


Anſwer , That it is well knowre that the obſervation of this day 
hath been very Ancient , and duth appeare to be of univerſall recep» 
tion ; as: if Jcaſure and oppo! tunity would permit ; might be mani- 
{. ſted more abundantly, bur for the preſent it may futkce to ſet cown 
that notable reſtimony of St. {yproas, a very Ancient Father , in his 
booke 4 Natvitare (, ir fism (arti, Adeſt ({aich he , ſpeaking of 
this Feltivail of the Nativity of Ciir:ſt ) Chrrſts maltum defpaer ata & 
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6:48 (xpe(Zata Nativiie, adeſt Solemnitas inclita, Of 18 prejentia /al. 
141071, grate}, * lander, Viſtatori (mo per & bem terrarum Sans 
reddit Eccleſia, T bere is now preſent the much deſired, and long expelled 
Nativity of C brift , now wprejent that famons Solemnity or Feſtival, 
and the boly ( burch threwgbout all rhe World Goth render thankes and 
praiſes to ber viſter in the yre/-nce of our Saviowr , and though itbe 
ſuthcient to bjnde us ; thax ſo wholeſome cuſtome is enjoyned by 
Authenticall Authority in this Church and Nation ; yet this and other 
teſtimonies that mighe be brought of the Antiquity and nniverſality 
ehereof, doe much ſtrengthen the obligation that lyes upen us, for the 
R-ligrous obſcrvation thereof. 


To your fix: Q.z.e. 


Whether ( in caſe it cam be evidenced by 1 one of theſe , v7 
plaine Text , ſolid Inference . un.wvo [all Trad tion ) 11 be not d 
meere humane invention, and (o Will worſhp © And how you 
will one day 4cqnit year ſolves before God for placing, 1nd crying 

wens Inventions , irſtead «f the iuſt:16::0n1 of Irſus Chriſt 2 
And whither 1 were net pl Khful at lrmg w:th poore ſample people 
;8 564 thems that you have neither of theſe to warrant ut ? 


Tanſw, it isalready avoyded, and needeth no further Reply but 
thus ; firſt, i728 you have been caught if youcan learne that wee have 
inf. ; -nce cauug' to ſatishe men that will be content with evidence, 
and wif you would attempt nothing in the Church , bur what you 
con!d plcaoe ha!* - ſo much for : Secondly , that the obſervation of 
theſe particu'ar dives isnot enjJoyned by the Church , or uſed by us, 
as any \uvitentiall part of vorihip, bur as a circumſtance of worthip, 
and fo c:1be no wiil-worſhip, no more then your appoynting this or 
f..a* particu... houre for preachung , and prayer upon a Leure day, 
or tha »9pornting of dayes of chankſgiving for ViRor'er, for :e2mpe 
TI! &.\1vera ice or of Publique Faſts by hnmane Authority ( which 
2s '& t e Je3nation of the particulzr fimcs 2re unqueſtionably of 
hn.nz1. ,c +1507 ) ar- tnerefore to be acconnted will- worſhip ; un- 
If you vs wt > ve the will-worſhip colye in this ; that cheſe dayes 
wee lj: ke of 4.6 ppoyatcd by good and fi Authority , and = 
Chr 


(13 
Chriſt is remembred therein; and _ intreate you to conſider how 
you will one day acquit your ſelte before God, for flandering and cry- 
ing downe the wholeſome orders and conſtitutions of the Church , to 
bring indiviſion, confuſion, and prophanacion ; and-whether it were 
not faithfull dealing with thoſe poore {imple people, that you or others 
have ſeduced into feditious and tations courſcs , and murmurings a- 
gainſt Governinent and Order , to tell chem chat you underſtood not 
things your ſelves , nor have taught them in the waycs of peace and 
rightcouſneſle, as you ſhould haye done, 


To your ſeaven:h Q x c. 


( Simce d.yes ind times comm unded by 60d bimſclfe ta be o6- 
fervid under the L «rw, were. and are wnlawfull under the Goſpel) 
Whether dayes 1nd times commanaed by men , and not by God, 
w1.qvr the Goſpel, are not le(ſe lawful. 


3 


Awſ. Thoſe daics and times that were commanded by God him- 
ſelfe ra be obferved under the Law , were appointed by him for that 
time, a5 types and fignres of the things of Chriſt , as Saint Pan/ will 
inftrut you Cole. 3. 16. 17. and in regard of that typicall uſe , and 
the Legall neceſſity thereof are vaniſhed at the comming of Chriſt, 
which 1s the body and ſubſtance of thoſe ſhaddowes ; and therefore 
though they be ſo far become unlawfull , ic will by no meancs infer 
that therefore thoſe daies and times which are commanded by men 
with ſufficient warrant from God under the Goſpell as conducible 
meanes unto Goſpel!-ends, and for the ſolemnizing of the glory of 
God for Goſpell bleflings , ſhould be concluded unlawfu!l, lince the 
aforeſaid reaſen of the Solition of thoſe things of the [aw, isno 
way appliable unto the Feſtivals , or other wholſome conſtitutions 
in the time of the Goſpeil, which are neither injoyned as types, nor 
as things neceffary to ſalyation , but as matters of order, and circum- 
ſtantiall meanes for the promotion of ether ſubſtantiall duties, not 
oppoſing, bur aſſerting and magnifying the great bleſſings that God 
hath revealed, and imparted unto us in, and by, the Mefſias now come. 
But for your further inftruRion, I defire you to take notice, that in 
the Feaſ!s of the Jewes , 35 there was ſomething Ceremonial}, ſo there 
Wat 


(14) 
was lomething Morrall : that they were of unaltergble neceſficy re- 
Arzined to luch and (ach particular times , that they were to be cele- 
brated with fuck and ſuch particular Ceremonies , and were therein 
types and figures of the things of Cinift, a:1d the time of the Goſpell, 
and that by the inciſpencidle obligation of the divine preceprt; in theſe 
and {uch like confiderations , they were Ceremoniall and temporary, 
belonging unto that Sate of the Jewith Charch ; But if they be con!1- 
dered as thzy were Certaine foleinne and converient times ſet apart 
for the publique worth:p of God , and for the more ſolemne teftifica- 
tion of the:r thanktwinetle urto him , for thoſe great bleflings and de- 
I:ycrances that they received from him ; This was, as a learned Aus 
thour tells us, worele, > warurale, Of Cunt cetrris omnibus gentives 
Crmmant, \t Was moral 2n{ natural, an commus With thtm vuto other 
nation, Now thongh that waich 15 typicall and cerem>niall be abo- 
l:hed as 2 ſhaJow by the comming of the ſubſtance, yer that which 
is merall ad natural! remaynerh ; it 1s {t:1] no: only lawtull, but pious 
for the Jew.s to (er apart fon? times to prayſe Gold for their delive- 
raace ou: of &.:yp:, and for thoſe other bleſſings which that Church 
received from him . and fo thar the typicall and properly legall uſe, to- 
gerter with the indiſpenſable neceMiry of thole particular times and 
ceremont:s be caſt away, 't2 werenempiety in them, as matters of 
order, to Take aſe of fore or more of the (ame times which they for- 
merly obſerved for this moral! purpoſe. Yea we tind S: Paul As 18. 
2 T, and 20, 16. refolving and indeavouring to keep? one of thoſe Jews 


* ith feaſts at Jeruſalem, long after the aſcen'ton of Chriſt and the abo- 


licion of the ceremonial! part of the J2wiſh Law , and to take advan- 
rage of that {ol-mniry co glorize Gotamongſt chem. And if all this 
will not fave you from a wonder , I intreat you toconſider tha: the 
effeR of the abolition of che Ceremon/all Law, was the taking away 
of the l:ga]l nec-/Nry and the rypicail uſe of them, not the renJerinz 
of the macrer of :2ofe CeremonicSunlawhull ; and for your better {a- 
tisfaFton in this pony, Trefor vou cox Trextife of nine luely (er forth, 
called , Te fg*s of rhe Church and ( ommon Wealth of England, 
Pag- 3 '2. 313. &c. where | hope you will 5nd this marter abundantly 
cleared. And row the foundation of your {cventh Qurre being thus 
ſcarcicd and found to be of fo ſandy a conſtitution , w. necd not trons 
ble our ſcives 2ny more :bont the Quere it {c'te 2 ur co re) you inthe 
words of a Reverend Divine, ©micquid neorwebi contr a afferre /olent 


pre 


1. 
pie of prodenter profÞ: (Tum eft ab Antiqui patribus, ut anniver ſarit 
in Eccl:/ia celebrarentwy ingentia ills bexeficia incarnations filts Des, 
paſſirnu, re/wrretiong, aſcenions, wiſſiovis Spiritns Sax, 1391 WIL 
E911 0179 EMOTION /olexmitrations Conſticutsi Con/ecr ns , ne Volum- 
ns tempor ingrata [wrreperer nebus oblivio, ntlogquitur Aug, de Cie 
vit- Dei lib. 10. C. 4. What/oever [ome ave wont to bring tothe Contr a- 
ry, 1 was piomſiy ard pr waently frowiacd "of (be ar:Ccient Faivrrs, T hat 
there ſhould br\anniver ary or yearely celbrations of thoſe great benefits, 
of the incarnation of the (onne of God, of bus paſſion, re:/urretion, a, cen. 
9", and of the ſending of the Holy Ghoſt , the memorial; of al which , we 
con/ecrate by appointed {olemnities l:ſt. as S. Ang.fpraketh by the courſq 
of the times an wnthent wil lorgerfuires therof ſhould fteale 2pon ns. And 
the ſame learned Authour will ſhew you that we are invited heernu::0 
br the obligation of gratitude that we owe unto God, as publique be- 
nefits are to be publiqu:ly acknowledged , and to be celebrated with 
publique thankſgiving : waich cannot commodioully be done, pak ls 
they that have the rue of the Church and Common wealth , doz ap- 
point {cr daycs for the pcopie to come together to that purpoſe Jock, 
2.15. 

That we are incouraged heereunto by the peoples benifit which 
they mav reape heereby in being upon ſuch occaſiors made »cquain- 
ted with che Chicfe myſterics of ſalvation, which whether they ſhalbe 
inſtruRted 1n, or no, is 4 matter of roo great CONcernimenr. to be left to 
the diſcretion of every private Miniſter ; and therefore the Church 
hath thought nr to call upon them for it by theſe Fſtivals. And I 

ray Gold the attempes of the abolition of thee memorialls, be no: che 
drifts of ſom ſecret plor of Sathan , to make way for the ſtealing of 
Chriſtianity our of this Nation : if we conſider the motions of ſoine 
other engines of his , together with this in theſe times, 1 doubr wee 
may find bu: roo much cauſe to ſuſpeR ic , and cauſe enough for all 
good people to deſire ro prev-nt it, by being unwilling to part with a- 
ry the leaſt Jawfull mcancgchat may ſerve to keep up the memory and 
impreſſions of Chriſt, and his wonderfull mercics in our hearts, 

He will (hcw you alſo, as I have Jone , how this practiſe is confir- 
med untous by the examples of the godly prople 1n the Scripture, 
who have 2ppointed ſt and yearly dayes fe ſuch purpoſes , beſides 
thoſc that were commanded exprefly and particularly by God him- 
ſelfe. And I can adde that the ſame is yer furcher confirmed unto ns, 
by the judgement and practice of holy men in the Chriſtian Church, 
not only of che Ancients, bu of many famous moderne Proteſtant Ni- 
VINe®- 
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vines. As MelenThen, Hemingins, Scalretws, fe. all which being 
pur into the ſarve ſcale with the Authority of the Church of Eng- 
land, and the Law, which hath yer fcund no Authority cquall unto it, 
to diſſolve the ARs thereof in this kinde , will I doubt not weigh 
downe all the ſeeming realons or divinity upon which you have 
grounded your Quarics. 


R To your e'ghth Qt x.e. 


Whether the true and geraine Interpr tation of Chriſtmas 
be Chiit min 2 And whether 18 per made people tis ſo. benut 
60 abaſe and dteude ther © And whether we may not &s well inter- 
pres Candl:mas Candlem3o, M.ca.e.mss M.chae.man , & 
Cariſtmas Chriſtman * 


An/wer, That this is a queſtion ſo childiſh of ſo vaine importance, 
and ſo of no concernement at all ro the butinefle propounded : That I 
might be excuſed if I ſhould ſay no more , but either to w:thyou 
more wiſdcme and ſobriety in the things of God and his Church , op 
if yon know any that is guilty of making fo fooliſh a deſcant upon 
thatname of ( brifme as your Quzre preſents, to leave you to bien 
for a Reply ; neither the Church of England nor I are bound to ju+ 
Rifie the follies of particular men : Bur leaft your inſinnaced quarrell 
at the name of Chrifma , ſhould meete with any ſuch weake judge- 
ments. as to produce any fcruple (premifing this, that theſe are things 
that neither the Church of England, nor I conceive any diſcreet childe 
thereof will ſtand npon any further then they ſerve co make us under- 
ſtand one another , and I wiſh a! quarrels abcut names were ſo at an 
end amongſt us, I fay yet further , that the interpeeration of learned 
BiſhopeAz&ew-s might have beene better thought on by you , then 
that fond one you have mentioned , reducing Chriſt mas to Chrsffs 
wiſſe, 3nd taking wifſe for miſfio ; ſothat it may preſent the impor= 
eance of the Feaft Fiz. The ſending of Chriſt into the world, or if 
this be liable ro ſoine «© xception ; yet it cannot be denyed but the 
word Maile , however it hath beer cornapred 1m latter times, is from 
eſa, andl believe you may knde chat che word w:ſ« h2th been of 
good uſein the Church, and derived frem a good and laudable cuſtome 
of 
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of diſmiſſing the Catechumens 9.2 the Communion in the Primi- 
eive eimes, and may import aS much as the Othce , or Communian of 
the faichtull , and rken Chrifts- maſſe may ſound as much as the Office 
or Communion of the taichtuil upon Chrifts day , or in the praiſe cf 
Chriſt, or in memorall of him ; or if you areloath to admit of this 
in juſtihcation of the word wa , Tintreate yon yet to allow thus 
mach : That however evill the word js in the uſe of the Church of 
Rome, vet bnce vou Knew it hath no ſuch evill umportance jn the 
{ne of the Church of England ( and it is not unlawtull to reforme 
the abnſe of words as well asthings ) there can be no harme in the 
ule of that title for d.{tinfion, no more then it was for St. Lake in the 
17. of the As V- 22. to comply {o far with cuſtome as to call the ſtreet 
1 Athens by the name of Har: his ſtreet , although Mars were an 
Heathen Ido!, or tocall 'Drowyfins by the title of the eAreopagite, y, 
3-4. I adviſe vou therefore to take the Counſel of St. Pan! heroafter, 
for vour oOWne o00d and the quiet of others, and the Church, that in- 
ſtead of bing {uch 4 one a$ he condemneth, 1. Tims. 6.44.5. ſick of a 
(piricuall ryMpany, and 1.6% r et nm oe; x ASwuanids, 5 v7 item 
69:1 D, 2226, Paaognuvi, vu mint, DOS ham fas Sic dp uluwy 
«$5 790 7 org 4 dneagr kan Tas AAnMAr, doating or madding 4- 
bout queſtions ana ſtrife of words, whereof commeth emvy, ſtrife, railings, 
evil urmiſings, froward d-(utations of men of cor» upt migades , and de= 
ſtuwte cf the trutb ; you would become ſuch as he adviſeth, 2. Tim. 
14.23. T hat you ſtr1ve not about words , which 14 to no prefit , but to 
tbe pryverting of the hearer s - and that You would put away foolifh ava 
unlrarned queſticnt, knewing that they engenary ſtrife, 


To your ninth Quzre. 


1 hether the Saints are beund 10 rejoyce inthe Birth of Chriſt 
# tht day men [uperſtiticuſly ci Chriſtmas , more then at 8- 
ther t-mes ? And whether the Lords day be net [| the \-day ap- 
poynied fer them 10 rejoyce on ? 

An/. Teaving your imputation that you lay of ſuperiticion upon 
the name of Chriffmas to the corretion of that which hath been alrea- 


dy ſayd unto the Quzre next before, Ianſwer, that though Chriſtians 
; are 
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arc bound at all times to rejoyce in the birth of Chrift , which is ſuſi- 
cient tocondemne the boldnefle of thoſe that forbid men upon any 
time or day to do it by that rule of the Apoſtle , Phslspp. 4.4. Rejoice 
in the Lord alwav, and againe I ſay rejoyce ; yet to helpe our infirmi- 
tics, and toſtir upour backwardneſle, and to make for the greater 
cheerfulneſle and folemnity of this joy, the Church hath done well 
and piouſlyto appoint {ome tpeciall times to call us together to re- 
joyce in the great mercics of God , and in that regard it 1s more eſpe- 
cially required of all her Ci;laren ro doit at ſuch times then at other 
times, and the fau't is the greater ro om 1t then , in as wuch as to 
the neg!c> of the wn erſall &nty is adacd the finne of dilobedience a- 
g410it the wholc forme orders of the Church, and a d1vition therein of 
our {elves from the Body, and a denyall of that concurr.iice and afſilt- 
ance that wee cughrt to vive 11 the communion and fellowſhip of 
Gods p. ople in thoſe things which 2:0 publickly pertormed for the 
celcbra.ion of the praiſe ana woriivp of God , and forthe advance- 
ment of oivine comforts in thy Congregations. And though it be 
true that the Lords day 1s a aay wherein they ought to reJoyce, which 
Fer 35 to the particvlar day , 1s but an holy circumſtance ,and a matter 
of order, thongh eſtabliſhed by great Authority , notwithſtanding it 
is not (the) day in ſuch a ſence, 3s your parentheſis would perhaps in- 
firuace, as to exclude all other dayes from the buſinefle of ſolemne re- 
joycing in Gods mercies ; for how then will the fifth of A'ovember, 
and cke daycs of Thankſgiving, that have beene of late appoynted, be 
juitifed 2 and rherefore your queſtion makes nothing 2g1in? our con- 
clufon ; for thoungh that day be tobe obſerved fora day of joy in 
God, ic doth not forbid others to be ſoemployed, 


To the renithQ xe. 


Whether Chiiftmas dy oug 5t in any reſpec tobe eftecmid 
ab:we wether of the Weeks dives © And whether people may 
wer 111 "eur eff erice 16 God foliow their lawfull vocations on thas 
84) : 

Auſy i», Tn: (ite ro day 1s neceſarily to be eſteemed better then 


an9ther ; $or as the Apottle telis us, be that effremerb all dayes alike doth 
i 


;t tothe Lord, But in the uſe of it, asa matterof order , and as its 
dedicatcd by a lawfull power in the Churcl1, in a more eſpeciall man= 
ner then the reſt,in reſpet of obedience, order , and compliance with 
thoſe ſacred ends for which thev arc fo de'igned, Chriltmas day, and 
other Feſtivalls of the Church ought to be eſteemed above anorhicr 
diy : For it is the dury of Chrittians co comp!y with one another, 
and to obey Authority in thoſe chings har are profitable and condy- 
cible to holy ad good purpoles : And therefore it will follow, that 
without neceſlity,for people to depart from this Rnle , and todoe it 
with contempt of Authority , and to the diſconragement and hinde- 
rance of ſuch holy ends and duties, by following their ordinary vo- 
cations which are lawfull at other times, is a breach of good order, a 
violaticn of unity, an hinderance to piety, and the holy Solemaity of 
{uch times, as well as to doe 1tupon a day of Faſting or Humilation, 
inſticuced by humane Authority : and cannot be ſo done without an 
offence to God.! 


To your elcaventh Q_x.e. 


Whether you thinke the Parliament and 4ſ[embly have erred 
and played the fooles im condemning and » i{ing 'ut Aly dayes 
not w .rrantedin the Word ? And whether ta obſerve them , be 
not highly to d fl:ke aud flatly to contradict ( in poyut of prattice 
at leaſt) their pr ceed:ngs inorder to a Reformation * 


eAn/wer, 1 doubc not to ſay that they haveerred in divers reſpeRs: 
Firſt, in making unneceſſary changes in the Chnrch , which ought not 
to be done, but upon urgent cauſes ; but doth dilcover in them that 
doc it a love anco change, which the wiſe man condemneth, 'Prov. : 4, 
21+ and is ordinarily of evill conſequence to the Church, as wee finde 
by too lamentable experience ; for whilſt the people like thoſe that 
are ſick of a Feaver have thought good mutationibus pro remedits uti, 
to take ſuch kinde of changes for medicines, their remedics have pro- 
ved their greateſt diſeaſes ; and now wee ſee how tick they are grown 
of their Phylitians, and how tick rhe Phyſitians are of their owne ad- 
miniſtrations : Secondly , thcy have erred m going abcut to aboliſh 
{o harmclefſe and uſctull a meancs of th: promoting of Gods glory, 
2 an 
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and of the edification of the people :; Thiraly, im undertaking to dif- 
ſolve ſo luudable cuſtomes , and ſo univerſally and anciently received , 
and eſtabliſhed by full power of the State and Church, either wichour 
ary Authority thereuato or by a power mferiour unto that, whereby 
they were conſtituted : Fourthly, m doing thoſe things without any 
admiſſion of thoſe that are contrary minded to be heard, or any faire 
diſcuftion or debate of thoſe diftcrences that are in mens judgements 
thercabout : and therefore their proceedings chereinare , and may be 
juſtly diſliked and contradicted both by declaration and praftice, withs 
out lying open toany ſach charge as you mention of oppoing procee- 
dings in order to Retormatio:), properly ſo caliad ; ſuch undercatines 
with the reſt that are like them, being rather in order ro a d&torinatt- 
on. Burt whetber in this they have playd the tools, or no, I leave tha: 
to YOU TO UCTETMUINE® 


To your tr e.t:h Q'- ee 


Blether ( fince moſt men and women in England doe bll ndely 
427d ſuper ffitien/:y beleeve Chriſt was borne that day preacbing 
& 18, avth not now1!Jh and firenerhen them m that beliere e 


An/w. Although it be admitted tobe a matter of ſome uncercainty 
whether our Saviour were borne upon that day , orno, vet( it being 
07 maceriall unto the lawtulnefle and wholſcomeſle of the obſerva- 
t:on of the folemnity, 4S hath beene declared ) it it bee an error in the 
people to apprenena fo, yet it1S ar harmeleſie one, and without the 
danger of {uperſution, which yet Preaching upon that day doeth ney- 
ther neceflarily nourifth nor {trengthen in chem. I hall not deny but 
there hath beene ſome difference m Antionity conceriring the very 
gay upon Which Chrilt was botne ; but Hopinies, who was no friend 
1170 the Church 1n theſe things, confeſſeth , That from the moſt anci- 
ent t1mes, it was celebrated on the 25, of December ; which hee proo- 
veth ont of Theophyewr, a very ancient Biſhop of Ceſarcs Paleſtiva, 
wholived avout the time of Commodss and Severxs the Emperours. 
The Arguments that are brought againſt the reception of this day, for 
the very day of our Saviours Birth , from the impoſition of the Taxe 
of the Romane Emperour, and from the ſhepheards watching of their 
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21 
(heepe by night, are not at all concludent, but of weake importance , 
to overthrow {o ancient and received an epinion 12 the Chnicch : 
] hough that time might be flv convenient tor people to travell into 
their owne Countries, as was required 11 that impoſition of Axgs/tr, 
yet it iS no ſtrange thing in Migiſtraces , and thofe both prudent and 
pions , toPalle through ſuch {ma!l and private inconvenicnces tor the 
obcaiving ſuppiics of publique necelIttits ; 1t would be a very Weike 
argument , it any ſhould heercatter undertake to prove this unhappy 
Parliament begai not in Nevember , becauſe thar Moneth is uſually 
none of the be!t ſeaſons to travell from the ſevcrall parts of this 
K:ngdome to Lowdes 11. And though ſheepe are tender creatures, 
vet that ſeaton 15 not of the ſame biteernefle in all Climates , and if I 
miſtake not, as tender as they arc, they are even in this Northerne and 
cold Climate folded ſometimes without dores in the winter : if the 
diftcrenee abour this point be ſuch that no certaine reſolntion can bee 
found, it 1s Jawfull for the Church co make choice of ſuch a day for the 
purpole of this ſolemnity, as appeares moſt convenient. And what 
day more convenient, then that which as 1t 1s confeſled to have beene 
mot ancicntly received , fois commended too by the univerſality of 
the praiſe and conſent at leaſt of all tlie Weſterne Churches therein ? 
and if God be ſerved and prayſcd by us in ſuch holy and folemne ma- 
ner as ;$ due for ſo great a mercy , upon that day which the Church 
hath injoyned, it will be, no doubr, as acceptable ro God, as it it were 
done upon ſome other day of your choyce, whether it be the very day 
of Chriſts birthor no : and I hope you doe thinke it fit,that ſome day 
or other may bee imployed in ſo good a ba(ineſſe. The onely queſtion 
then will remaine, whether the Church and Magiltrate, or you bee fit- 
2er to Chooſe, which is not worth the diſcuſſing, 


To the thicteenth Qurre, 


Wbether this Feaſt hid not its riſe and growth from Cbriſt1- 
ans conformity 18 the mad Feaſts Saturnalia (kept iy December 
10 Saturne the Father of Gods) in which there was a Sheafe of - 

fered ts Ceres Goddeſſeof Corne , 4 hymne in ber praiſe called 
mn: 79G dndwhaher thoſe Chriſtians by name, ts cloake 
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(22) 
it, did not afterwards call ;t Yule « and Ciriftmas (as then gh 
't were for Chriſls hanour 5 ) And whether it be not yet by ſome 
( more a#cien: then itraely or know:nely rellgious ) called Yule, 
and tbe mad playes (wherewnh "its celebrated like theſe Saturna- 
lia) Yule. games 2 And whether from 1he off errmg of that Sheafe 
ro Ceres from ths ſong in ber praiſe . frem thoſe g'fts the 
He.:thens gave their friends in the Calenas of January , ominis 
er1tiz- did met ariſe or ſpring onr blazes, Chriſtma. K rtles, 
ard New yeares 91f1s © 


eAnjw. That the originall and growth of fo pious and holy a pra- 
Aile in the Chrittian Church, ſhould be allowed no other root bur a 
ſuppoſed conformity of Chriſtians to the madde fealts of Satarvelis, 
when there are ſo many better and clearcr fonntaines roderive this 
from, the order that it hath unto Scripture end and duties, to Goſpel 
and Chriſtian performances, and in the warrant that it hath from Scri- 
peure exatmples in like matters,is 211 argument of ſome want of charity 
in thoſe that goe about to infet men with ſuch perſwaſions. Charity 
engageth us co juige the beſt even of cle aRions of private men,much 
more of the pudlike conſtitutions and obſervations of the Church ; 
what ever abug's have beene brought in by wicked 2nd looſe men to 
corrupt and deprave theſe wholeſome ordinnces, (which we approve 
not nor will undertake to juſtifte) There is no conformity nor com- 
pliance a: all, betweene the holy ayines and intentions of the Church 
of God, in the appointment of this orother feſtivalls , and the fran- 
ticke, looſe, 3nd impious manage of the Satwrnalia among the Hea- 
thens. Theſe are appointed by the Church to bee dayes of piety and 
ſobriety, of prayſz unto Gol for his great m-rc1cs, of ſpiritual joy in 
h's divine comforts and holy delights in our Chriſtian ſocieties, of 10- 
{picalicy and muuall offices of Chriſtian lov? one to another, which 
are the true and proper employments of holy teſtivalls, commended 
and warrantea unto us by the word of God. If any practiſes have 
crept in {as there have roo many ) tothe deprivation of theſe times, 
and diſappeintm:nt of thoſe ends for which they were inſtituted, by 
riot and looſenes. or ſuch rude cariagcs 2n4 deineancurs which may be 
too truly ſorted with the Heatherſh Serwrealia . they have been an- 
ciently reproved , as Hefpinien will informe you by caar which hee 
hath 


(2 
bath cited out of that famous oy of Gregory Nazianzex apor; 
the Nativity of Chriſt : And he will tell you a Stoty too if you 
will beleeve it of one Orberas and ſoine oihers 10 the number of 
15. who being reproved by Ruperiss a Prieſt for prophaning that 
night of our Lords Nativity , by light and laſcivious dencing and 
ſinging, and required from him, ut ab hujx/mod: levitate in nolte tam 
ſana deſiſterent: That they wowl4 deſiſt from ſxcb lexity in ſo holy 
a night , when they would not yeeld unto this wholeſome advice, 
But perlifted inthe vaine cxerciſes they were about , upon the 
prayer of Rupert that they might continue dancing fo all the 
yeare long, They did ſo continue night and day for the ſpace of a 
whole yeare : and he Cites Tritb:wins in chron, Hirſaug. tor the 
Authour of this Stary; whichif it be true doth not at all oppole, 
but confirme theſe couſtitutions of the Church, as the judgements 
of God fent upon thoſe (bat are the prophaners cf the Lords day, 
ars brought to juſtifie the ovſervaitou thereof; it doth indeede dit- 
allow the abuſes thereof, which as they were ancieatly condem- 
ned , ſo wee condemne them (till, beiag contrary 38:0 the righte- 
ous Commands of God , ſo tothe wholeſowe inftitutions of the 
Church : I carneftly «xvort all Chriſtians carefully to avoyd all 
fuch courſes and miſcarriges , and to ſanftifie this and other ſuch 
like Feſtivalls unto God in boly and Chriſtian duties a5 they ought, 
and the Church enjoynes , [eſt they anſwer the contrary dearely 
unto God, as well for the enormity of their vitious carriages , 'as 
for the propbanation and ſcandall that they thereby bring upon 
theſe profitable Orders of the Church, and theic ſacrilegions rob- 
bing of God of ſuch times which are conſecrated to his Divine 
Worſhip , That they may employ them inthe ſervice of the D:- 
vill: Butin the meane time I cannot but worder at the ftrange 
diſpenſatiors of theſe times, wherein for ought appeares, theres 
more ſtriKnes uſed againſt the preaching of the werd of God,und 
holy exerciſes upon theſe dayes, then againſt ary of the foreſayd 
abuſes and miſcariages. Wee have heard of the perſecution and 
impriſonment of Miniſters for attempting to preach the Word of 
God, upoo the feſtivall of Chrifts Nativity, and of {tri and forci- 
ble prohibition thereof ; but whether there hath beene balfe ſo 
much ſtri&Koefle againſt riot, or lightnefle, or vani'y, at ſuch times, 


let it be conſidered ; and ſurely ſuch dealing is no good charater 
of 


(24) 
of a Refoemation. They that do fo, winnow not with Gods ſieve, 
but the Divels , ſhaking out the wheat, und retayning the chaff< ; 
they re no good Phyhttzrs, that purge cut the good and whole- 
ſome bnmours, and lezve theſe that are corrupt and diltempared 
behind, nor is <þjs the way to procure health unto the body.In the 
name of God if they meane to reforme, as they talke, let them di- 
Ringuiſh berweene good and evill, betweene bealihfull and pro- 
fitableirſtitanons, and pernicious ard abuſive depravations, and 
let theſe be removed, ard thoſe eſtabliſhed e if it doth appeare taxt 
che rime of this Feltivall doth comply withtbe time et the Hea- 
thens Saiwrnalie, This leaves nechi:ge of impiety upon it ; for 
fince things are belt cured dy their contraries 7 it was both wiſe- 
dome and piety in the ancient Chriſtiars, ( whoſe work it was to 
convert the Heathens from ſuch »s well 3s other (u9-i(t1:1-s and 
wilcarriages) To vindicate ſuch 'imes from that ſervice of the 
evill, by «ppoynting them to the more ſolewne and efpecia'l ſer- 
vice of Gcd and toreca!l people from that practite of wickednefle 
by calling themunto the praRile of true ho!ioefle thereupon. As 
for that you adde about your 7»/e- games, it is not materiall, after 
that which batd beene {1yd, and theretore tor brevity (ake I paſſe 
it over. The Blazvs are tosliſh and vaine, ard not countenanced 
by the Church. Chiiftmaſle Kariles if they be ſuch as are fit for the 
tire, and of holy and ſoder compoſaures , and uled with Chriſtian 
ſobriety and piety, they are not unlawtull, and may be proficable, 
if they be ſucg with grace 1n the heart, New yerres gifts, if per- 
formed without ſuperſtition ( 2nd you muft have ground ere you 
way charge them with it)may be harmles prevecations to Chriſtian 
love, and mutus!l teſtimonies rhereof to good parpoſe , and never 
the worſe, becauſe the Heathens bave them at the like tines, The 
Heathers uſe to cate at noone, ard fo doe wee , if it be harme- 
lefle to joyne with them in toures deſigned for aRts of nature ; 
why not in dayes deſigned by us for aQts of loveand wuatuall at- 
feFion ; if thoſe dayes and their preRtice thereupon be tainted 
with (uperſtition , it will not tojlow that curs mult needes de ſe, 
cT iS it not lawfull for us to employ thoſe dayes well , becauſe 
they doe ill ? But this is ne Religious but a Civill matter, and 
therefore not requiſite tofſtand auch upon it ; no great matter 
whether that cuſtome be held upor no , ard yet there 13no need 
18 
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(25) 
in ſuch times as th.({e to &iſcon-rgy and forbid afts of love and 
maraall kindencfle, This Age 15 not tick of apy (ap+ Rlaitte® tn this 
kinde in the general, and therefore no great geede of phytick for 
ſuch diſesſes : Troudle not y our feife therefore any m 1c abont 
this matter; it you diſlike New-yearcs gtits. I won'd adviſe your 
Paiiſhioners nvt to truudle your Colileignce with them , and all 
will be well, 


To y.ur: fcutcenmh Qwce, 


Whether conformity 10 andretintion of Heith-nijh Oatomes 
be commendable in Chriſtians , [#s' able or agrees blew, ih G: fpet 
Prin; pies , thourh under pritexts of Chrift; Honour 414 Wo 


</b pe 4 


Axz/wer , Youſecme to m? to de ignorant , and heve taken up 
opinions at to? caſiz arate ; give me leave therefore to informe 
youa little : All Cuit-m 5 ae not Heatheniſh that are obſe:v.d 
among Heathens ; it 15 a Cuitome with Heathens fo kneele at 
preyer , yetthis isno Heatheniſh cultome ; it 13 a caſtoine with 
HeathensStoinftitu e puvl que Faits , and cayes of Humiliation 
in tines of danger 211 Cuianity will you ſay therefore that 

aciftiecs are Heachoniih, or comoly wich Hea:theaith cuſtem:s 
in doivg the like ? Or it wee may J »yne with chem in appeyn= 
ting day es of faiting , Why not as WE: {11n appoyitivg dsyes of 
fealt ng , 28S long as wee jJ-yne no! with'hemn in ſuveiltition a» 
bout cither ? Wee muſt no: deny Chrift beceuſe the D- yills con- 
fefled him. Tt 1s no good © hriftiinity 1h th» people of this Are 
to hate their brethren, bectule tne Publicans are friendly unto 
thziis, Afath.5. 47, Wee aig not ſure buund to prophane all 
times that ihe H-a' hens have faperititiouſly cooſecrated. if wee 
are.] doubt you w 1| ſcatce have balfe an beure in the dzy o7 nigat 
left you for your devotions : Wee muy joyne with Hraihens or 
ary in thoſe things, that are good avg wholeſorr. Heatnen! (h 
cuftomes caonot be g20d, bu myry cultomes of Heethens imaz : 


They have learnt, tis probable many practiſes of Religion from 
D the 


(26) 
the people of God , and have corrupted the Coppies that they 
bave taken frum the Origiaalls, 1t 1s not ne ceilary therefore for 
Gods people to cat away tbe Originalls which are pure and 
good. H:athen;ſh cultemes are fuch as (41d oppoſite ro the 
doQrine of Chriilt and the Goipel ; The Religious obt: rvation 
of theſe Feitivalls makes for both ; ro 3pp-ynt and obterve a da 
bolyly and religiouſly for the folemne pravife of Gol for Chriſt, 
and Goſpel wercies , cannot be ſaydto ve agaiolt Chit or the 
Gefpel ; fince the former is boroured , nid che latter preached 
and publiſhed oy this meanes 3 T's theretore 1s no Hearhenviſh 
cuttome ; take yi u heed of complying with an Heathenilh de- 
figne of ad li;hing the memory of Chiiſt an.! Chriſtianity from 
amorgſt us, it is a danger worthy cf x double ezurion , it is not x 
pretext: of Chriſts honvur , Bur the eruth thereof that juſtifies 
thcte dayes, and iSthe prop-r and holy bufineſle of them; wee de- 
fire not to march unde: ſack colours, tur leave them rather to thoſe 
that u-der pretex' of Religion are bulic to overthrow all Relig: 
onamorgſt us : I negde not tell you who they are, but with you 
take keede of them. 


To your fitteenth Q ze, 


Whether you are not beund to prove your prettice for the coy. 
vidt:on ana ſaiisf.:(F.on of your Brethren , whoſe duty it uw is 
walke with you inthings cgree- ble tothe m.nae of Chriſt? And 
inc ſe you cannot; Whaner you 0uzbr not to acknowledge yoar 
erronr, lay dewne your practice © as others have dont theirs) ng 
longer befooling and m [leading rhe prople committed ro your 
charge * 


An/wer, 1 have (ayd thus much for your conviRien and (atiC 
faRtion, and wiſh 1t may worke fs well with you, chataSitis your 
duty, ſo it may be you! practice to walke with us in things agreea- 
bie tothe minde of Chrift ; and therefore I bope wee are ſuffici- 
ently diſcharged frem apy neceflity of contefling any errour in 


theſe 


| (23 
theſes thirgs , and that it dory by this time ap»enre that ther? is 
much more neede of reforming yours , and of l»vin.; dow» y +ur 
practice aS others bave done theirs , no longer b:toelivg wor ave 
leading the people committed unto your Charge ; '-nt vou may 
from hence forth teach them the weycs of p:ace and rig ievutnes. 


To your fixtcenth Q '#:e, 


Whether in caſe you returne no Anſwer tortheſe Queries , 1 
have not 7087 d [uff com is conclude Jus utterly uable 10 cive 
any rati0nall account of your prattice now prt upon ut * 


«eAn/wer, Sir, you have an Anſwer to your Quzries, and there- 
fore bave no gronnd Jett you futhcient to conclude us unable to 
give any rationall accouot of our praftice, whica I wiſh you may 
receive with a Chriftian minde, that you and others may reapethe 
fruit#hereof ; Let your Study be Unity , for that isthe way to 
felicuy, 

The God of peace and holynefle direRt you and us all into the 
wayes of peace and bolyneſſe, that wee may ne longer foſter di- 
viſiens and firife amongſt us, to the jy of vuralverſarics, and 
the reproach of the Golpe! ; but tha following the truth in love, 
wee may in all things grow up into vim, which1s the haad , even 
Chritt, 
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Now for all the paines I have taken to anſwer you: Quz.ics, 
I ſhall deſire you to anſwer but one of mine, v:s. 


1 hether you think doth ſaveur of moſt picty and good will wn- 
to Chriſt 1na his bonowy , to forbid the preaching of Gods word , 
41d the celebration of the praije of God for hy great mercies s- 
pon the 25 of December . or vpop any other day , or 16 enjoyne 
is « Or whether it becomes Chriſtians 1s prohibit the worke of 
God at apy time 7 An 


An addition of ſome teſtimonics out of Antiq ity 
concerning his Feſtival. 


T v:0phaniars hoc neſt wm fe ftum rovinamus, mu q ie mund: ſalute- 
revs Concelebramas dicm \Demins rnataen, Balil, in Serm. de tumai a 
Criltt generations, 

Feffwan eff omninem Frflorwm maxine Venter ANA , quod /i 1 ap- 


pe tet own1n ms Fefforam Aſerrep (117, bad qu quam aberrer, Cary to- 
Ftomus 1a O:aiions pr o Pa:logen!9, 
T:iiSarn Tron me I > Watal2) (TY YALCY L CE Sen; Advent fm ek ap - 


paririoncm: '8Cat, NAZziarZ. 

Nata/om Dom: fem Cc p3/cha, & pentecoſiit 41074 [ct mid 
Vecar, Dea, lid. 5. C. 19. 

The Antiquity of this Feaſt is fogreat , that Hofizian confel- 
ſeth, Quando > quo vos Feſtum in/i11wtwn fit Cerro jcirs now poreſt 
So that for ought he or any ca0 lay againttic, it ;avy aeve iis Lultt- 
tntion even from the Apcitlesthe:: letves, 

The ſame Au:hour ackaowledgath the mention of 1 tohave 
been very Anc:entinthe Church , "by 7 bropmilns Biſhop i Ce/a- 
Fed Paleſting , wholived abou han mz 0 { ommedxs ard So OY Ws, 

Ard he (heweth how afterwards inthe tim? cf 3{aximings his 
Feltivall was glorihed by the Martycdeme of divers Coriltians at 
Nicemedis , who were there burn; togetaer with the Church 
whereinthey were Celedrating 1415 no!» day, fee Nicepborus, 5,7, 
cap. &. and wee have good re{on ts be lieve thele Martyry were as 
good Chriſtiavs 88 ſome that would fequeſter the holynefſe «f 
Feaits. C bur chnes, and al' other nn 01500 1 eartÞ, {carcely {parir.g 
the Sai:ts in Heaven, that they may aittogate the Title of ho ynes 
ard faini(hip oneiy to themſelves. 
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